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“Love Wisdom” or “Love Men”:
On the Value and Future of Philosophy for Children Curriculum in China
Wang Zhankui
(Department of Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062 )

Abstract: The value implication of “love men” is hidden behind the tradition of philosophy “love wisdom™ , which is the
thought gene that philosophy cuts close to education from the source. To carry on this value implication, Matthew Lipman, the
founder of the curriculum of Philosophy for Children, also pointed out the two missions of “thinking oneself” and “learning to
reason” of Philosophy for Children. In the face of the current reality that Chinese school children are generally tired of school and
even commit suicide frequently, it is a great progress to carry out the experiment of Philosophy for Children curriculum in primary
and secondary schools. However, in schools that have tried to explore the curriculum of Philosophy for Children, the experimenters
are more in pursuit of the “philosophical nature” of Philosophy for Children (love—wisdom tradition) , and lack of thinking about
how to make Philosophy for Children children’ s " (love-men tradition). In essence, it is the historical mission of Chinese
Philosophy for Children curriculum to change from “indoctrination teaching” to “argumentation teaching” in Chinese traditional
classroom. In the long run , Philosophy for Children objectively requires that it is not only “one course”, but should be integrated
into the whole curriculum system of the school to become a “general practice”, and then become a “educational philosophy” for
“all teachers”. At that time, as a kind of educational philosophy and teacher’s philosophy of Philosophy for Children, it will make
a series of changes to the past classroom teaching in blackboard writing and classroom form, thus greatly improving the students’
thinking quality in the course of classroom learning.

Keywords:love wisdom, love men, philosophy for children, philosophy for teachers, argumentation teaching
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